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Bring alcoholic Beer if

Allow meto extend an you wi sh to have such.....
invitation to all of you soda, non-alcoholic beer
for a Boulder County and a small, remote,
Libertarian X mas Event! open Bar will be
available
Thiswill take placeon
Dec 1%th from about Be prepared to discuss
5-8 pm issues, like voting and
elections, and Especially
Location - County Line the town of Geuda
Rd. and Road 16 1/2 Springs, Kansas! (My
vote for the most
Refreshments and Libertarian town in
entertainment will be Kansas!)
provided.
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Libertarian Party of
Boulder County

Agenda for December Meeting

1. Call to Robert@ Rules of Order
2. Acceptance of October@ Minutes, corrections
3. Directors Reports and/or Statements
a Secretary
I. Next meeting
a. Treasurer
b. Newsdletter

BOULDER COUNTY RESPONDSTO
VOTER CONCERNS
ABOUT ACCURACY AND
ACCOUNTABILITYOFTHEVOTING
PROCESS.

[After a number of letters were sent to the County
Commissionsers, the County, in the person of Marianne
Reichert, (Constituent Services Liaison, Board of County
Commissioners, 303-441-1688) released this document (I am
unsureto whom it was sent in addition to myself, but it was
addressed to: Dear Boulder County Citizen ). There are
several points open to question (one of which is exactly
how does a disabled person verify that the vote they put
in was correct?), and | urge all of you who feel strongly on
thisissue to bring up any points you feel are not being fully
addressed. It may be that all of this will happen without
us, but it should not happen without us attempting to hold
our elected officials to the standards we believe are
required for our voting rightsto be secured. -EvaKosinski]

There has been great concern voiced recently about the
security aspects and type of new voting systems being
considered for purchase by Boulder County. This letter is
intended to answer the questions raised and alleviate
concerns about that process, the choices we face and the
attributes being required by such a system.

First some background. The Help America Vote Act
(HAVA) passed by Congress after the Florida General
Election debacle of 2000 was intended to eliminate the
problems associated with punch card voting systems.

The HAVA mandates that ALL punch card systems be
replaced with new systems -- no exceptions -- by the 2004
general election. Despite the fact that Boulder County's
punch card system was not like the ones that created the
problems with partially punched "chad" in Florida and
elsewhere, it was old and had different, equally serious,
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c. Membership
d. Publicity (act)
e. Fund Raising (act)
f. Outreach
g. Campaigns (act)
h. Chair
1. Old Business
a. Fundraising
b. Pledge issue
1. New Business
a. Open dscussion and notions
b. Nextevent

system flaws dueto its age.

Namely, the more than 20-year-old card readers were
failing, intermittently, to read parts of some ballots. This
was discovered in the 2002 general election where an
uncharacteristic number of blank votes were discovered in
the computer tallies of seven precincts. Those precincts had
to be recounted.

And while the recount did not affect the outcome of any of
the races involved, the mere fact that the machines being
used were failing intermittently -- and that the company
that made them no longer existed and there were no other
companies repairing them or selling replacement parts --
indicated that with or without the mandate of HAVA,
Boulder County must replace its voting system thisyear.

So in the spring and early summer of 2003, the newly
elected Boulder County Clerk and Recorder, Linda Salas,
began drawing up specifications for a request for proposal
(RFP) for soliciting bids from vendors for a new voting
system.

Understanding the various needs and requirements by the
voting public of Boulder County, the system requirements
mandated by federal, state and local law, as well as the
strong feelings of the elected officials (herself included),
Salas included two system requirements in her RFP for the
bidding companies to meet.

* Onewas a Direct Record Electronic (DRE) voting
machines (touch sareen machines) component (in
order to meet the federal requirement of HAVA
and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA),
that calls for the presence of a system that allows
unassisted voting by personswith disabilities
which isthe key function of a DRE system).

* The other is an optically scanned ballot system
that would accommodate the use of absentee/ mail/
provisional ballots.

dlhere have been people voicing adamant opposition to
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Boulder County choosing avoting system that uses any kind
of touch screen system (DRE) because it relies on computer
software to process the votes and does not provide a "paper
trail” with an actual ballot marked by the voter.

The HAVA requires that there be at least one DRE system
available at every precinct. Therefore, DREs will be part
of the voting system chosen by Boulder County regardless.
At present, the National Institute of Standards and
Technology has not vyet established the federal
requirements that such a system must meet in order to be
considered.

However, the requirement that a verifiable paper trail be
a central component of whichever system is chosen has been
a constant with all partiesinvolved.

When the commissioners met in June and created a
committee to study the bids for a new voting system, test
out the various systems and make a recommendation to
Clerk and Recorder Salas about which one they felt was
best, they made it clear that whichever system was
chosen, it must have a paper trail, not just a computer
record.

And the advisory committee studying the new systems has
also said that a paper trail must be a key element of the
new system they recommend.

So this means that the system chosen will be comprised of
some sort of opticaly scanned paper ballot that is marked
by the voter, scanned and recorded. In case of a challenge,
the ballots can be re-scanned, just as they were in the recent
mail ballot election. Ballots cast at a DRE voting machine
would not have a "paper trail" because the voting systems
that are certified for use in the State of Colorado currently
do not print out a paper ballot that could then be recounted.

Federal and state law requires that, in the case of a
recount, the ballots must be recounted in the same manner
that they were counted originally. There would be no hand
count without a specific judicial ruling calling for such.

It must be noted that the county's old system ? and any new
system ? [sic] has and will rely on computers and software
to "read" ballots and tabulate votes. So even with a new
system that uses paper ballots, a computer and software
will be an integral part of the process.

Where arewe now ?

When Clerk and Recorder Linda Salas sent out her RFPs,
shereceived responses from eight vendors.

The advisory committee attended a two-hour presentation
by each vendor demonstrating their voting systems.

The committee also reviewed comments by members of the
public who tried out those systems at a day-long open
house.

The committee then narrowed down the field of applicants
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to four. They are:

* Diebold Election Systems of Ohio

* Sequoia Voting Systems of California

* Avante International Technology, Inc. of
New Jersey

* Hart InterCivic of Texas

These four returned in early October and made longer, more
in-depth presentations to the advisory committee. A second
public open house was held with the four semi-finalists in
mid-October.

The committee's work was put on hold while Salas
conducted the off-year, mail ballot election. The committee
is expected to gather for a final meeting in December and
make its recommendation to Salas about which vendor best
meets the requirements set forth both by Salas and Boulder
County, the State of Colorado and Congress.

Salas will take this recommendation under advisement and
make a presentation to the Boulder County Commissioners
at a public hearing in January where she will present her
own recommendation. At that time a decision will likely be
made.

The Boulder County Commissioners have the final say asto
which system will be chosen. The next opportunity for
publicinput will be at the county commissioner's meeting in
January.

Given this information, there are several points that must

be considered:

* The whole point of having a DRE system that does
not produce a paper ballot isto ensure that the vote
of adisabled person is cast unassisted, just aswith
an able voter. If a DRE printed a paper ballot or
receipt, this could defeat that purpose;

* Currently, thereisno legal requirement that
countiesin Colorado must have a paper ballot
system and thereis no system certified by the State
of Colorado that will produce a paper ballot from a
DRE system. (Note: whichever system is chosen
must be certified by the State of Colorado. Boulder
County cannot select a system that is not certified
by the state. The requirements for state
certification are set by state statute, which is, in
turn, aproduct of the state legislature.)

* Boulder County'svoting system is not now nor will
it bein the future connected to the Internet. The
results of our vote counts are tabulated by a stand-
alone computer, copied onto adisk and then
dow nloaded onto the county's Web site for public
consumption. For thisreason, thereisno way a
member of the general public could "hack" into our
system and tamper with our election system.

This is the way things stand today. If you have any further
questions or comments about this, contact Boulder County
Clerk and Recorder Elections Division Manager Tom
Halicki at 303-413-7745
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or viae-mail: thalicki@ro.boulder.co.us

from the membership:

You and the gang might be interested in this. My daughter, a senior at Fairview
High School, is the only conservative in her political club. The rest of the group are
mostly flaming leftists. The group was searching for a topic they could campaign
for in unison. My daughter singlehandedly kept them from selecting a radical left
position, and they ended up deciding to campaign against the Patriot Act!  That's
my girl ...

Jack Rudd

Father Knows Best - There@ a Scary Thought

In his memoirs, A World Transformed, written more than five years ago, George Bush, S .

wrote the following (page 489) to explain why he didn't go after Saddam Hussein at the end
of the Gulf War:

Trying to eliminate Saddam ...would haveincurred incalculable human and politica
costs. Apprehending him was probably impossible. ... We would have been forced
to occupy Baghdad and, in effect, rule Irag. ... there was no viable "exit strategy” we
could see, violating another of our principles. Furthermore, we had been self-
consciously trying to set a pattern for handling aggression in the post-Cold War
world. Goingin and occupying Iraq, thusunilaterally exceeding the United Nations'
mandate, would have destroyed the precedent of international response to
aggression that we hoped to establish. Had we gone the invasion route, the United
States cauld conceivably still be an ocaupying power in abitterly hostile land.

If only his san could read ...

[Note: I got this via an email circulating around the Internet. | then went to the library, got the book,
and verified that the quote is indeed accurate, noting that the 3 "..." sections indicate omission of
only some non- essential wording that doesn't affect the meaning. -- Tom Parker]

found by Tom Parker:

check out http:/ / libertyamendment.com

for an interesting discusson of a proposal that would provide funds to pay off all
the federal debts and bring us back to the Constitution as it was originally written,
AND would make it possbleto dump the IRS.

[Tell us what you think about it - we@ publish your comments in the next

newsletter (keep them relatively short please, this conversation is likely to on for a
few months - Ed.]
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LIBERTARIAN CONTACT INFORMATION
LPCO BOARD FOR 2003-2004

position officeholder until Conventionin: [phone email
State Chair Norm Olsen 2005 303.263.4995 norm@ockware.com
Campaigns Director Michael T. McKinzie 2005 303.380.5818 campaigns@pcolorado.org
Qutreach Director Rand Fanshier 2004 303.670.8563 rand @ anshier.com
Publications Director Steven Gallant 2005 303.384.3979 gallant888@aol.com
Media Director Desiree Hickson 2005 719.459.0570 desiree@adiesofliberty.org
Records Director Bo Shaffer 2004 303.776.3007 bo@deltatech.com
Legislative Director Paul Tiger 2004 303.774.6383 tigerp@ndra.com
Fundraising Director Michelle Poague 2004 303.690.2907 mcbeth@ecentral.com
Treasurer & Registered Jeff Oliver 2005 303.670.3995 jjoliver @earthlink.net
Agent

for updates and/ or changes, check the Ipboulder website | at: www .lpcolorado.org

LPBC Board - July 2002 - July 2003

303-661-2663 (W)
secretary @pboulder.org

Position Name Phone/ Email Address

Chairman Bo Shaffer 303-776-3007 (h) 7411 E County Line Rd
chairman@pboulder.org Longmont, CO 80504

Secretary Dan Underkofler [303-665-0939 (h)

(w) treasurer@pboulder.org

Newsletter Editor Eva Kosinski 303-666-5872 (h) 1301 Jackson Court
newsletter @pboulder.org Louisville, CO 80027
Treasurer Greg Woods 303-666-5872 (h) 303-497-1295 (1301 Jackson Court

Louisville, CO 80027

Outreach Director

Isaac Davenport

outreach@pboulder.org

2530 4th &
Boulder, CO 80304

Publicity Director Open publicity@pboulder.org

Fund-Raising Director |Open

Membership Director |[Tom Parker 303-665-2150 (h) 829 Welsh Ct
membership@pboulder.org Louisville, CO 80027

Campaigns Director Open campaigns@pboulder.org
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Dec/Jan Activities Calendar

Be sure to check the website at www.Ipboulder.org for late-breaking event information

Dec 2003/ Jan 2004 day time event description location

12/ 01/ 03 Monday 12:30 Weekly lunch Jn Chan - Boulder
12/ 08/ 03 Monday 12:30 Weekly lunch Jn Chan - Boulder
12/ 15/ 03 Monday 12:30 Weekly lunch Jn Chan - Boulder
12/ 11/ 03 Thursday 7:00 pm LPBC Board Meeting Longmont Public Library
12/ 22/ 03 Monday 12:30 Weekly lunch Jn Chan - Boulder
12/ 29/ 03 Monday 12:30 Weekly lunch Jn Chan - Boulder
01/ 05/ 04 Monday 12:30 Weekly lunch Jn Chan - Boulder
01/ 08/ 04 Thursday 7:00 pm LPBC Board Meeting To Be Decided

01/ 12/ 04 Monday 12:30 Weekly lunch Jn Chan - Boulder
01/ 19/ 04 Monday 12:30 Weekly lunch Jn Chan - Boulder
01/ 26/ 04 Monday 12:30 Weekly lunch Jn Chan - Boulder

Mark Your Calendars for May 2123 2004, The LPGD Camvertien im Estes Park!!

Minutes for the November board meeting
will be published in the next newsl etter

Next LPBC meetring WilL Be
Reld atr rthe LongMoRNT
Library on TRHURSDAY

DecemBer 11tH.
Mmeering atr 7:00.

From the Chair

The elections have come and gone. One of the two
Libertarians running in a town council race got 42% of the
vote. Forty-two percent. Higher than any other
Libertarian in any other race in Boulder County E .ever!
In last year® partisan races, the best we could do was
32%. | think this shows us that the libertarian
philosophy is becoming more mainstream. Libertarians
themselves, are becoming more mainstream. People stop
to listen to what Libertarians have to say, instead of
dismissing us as a fringe Nut Group. Even within the
Beast itself, libertarians are spreading their
philosophies, and seeing them take hold. At the Clerks
office, the Clerk chose to listen to a Libertarian bug in her

Liberty News

ear, and made it possible for a Boulder County Voter to
keep their records from being released to the public at
largeE ..for a fee. How libertarian is that? The current
Boulder County Sheriff took some well learned lessons
home, after running against a Libertarian. His opinions
are much more libertarian, now, after being exposed to
libertarian thoughts and philosophies during the
election.

IGn giving this little pep talk to show the Boulder County
Libertarians that we libertarians are actually making a difference.
Sometimes it gets pretty discouraging, after years of volunteering
and activisting (huh?) to see no fruits of your labors. The Clerks
in some counties gtill have a hard time registering Libertarians. A
lot of people dtill believe we have a Two Party system of
Government in this country. But 1®n here to tell you to Take
Heart! Liberty has aways been worth fighting for. Freedom has
dways been the most important word in every American®
vocabulary. We need to keep the Faith, keep the Torch of Liberty
burning brightly enough to shed light on the Dark side of the
Body Politic. The People will follow our light and our Union
will be better for it.

So, watch for Libertarians in the news. Write to your newspapers
and tell themNyoufDe glad to see coverage of all the sides to an
issue. If you®e so inclined, voluntee just a bitE E .every little
bit helps, you know. Talk to your neighbas about local politics.
Spend time reading up on local issues and cal your
Repesentative with your opinion. Get involved any way you
can. We@e all working to make this Street-Town-State-Country-
World abetter place for all of us. Keep on thinkinOFree!

(For thoughtful, philosophical debate on these or other topics,
contact chair@Ilpboulder.org)

December, 2003
Bo Shaffer
LPBC Chairman
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THEMYTH OF
SMART GROWTH
DEBUNKED IN BOULDER

Eva Kosinski

Randall OC[ooIe spoke on on November
12 at Dolan@ Restaurant in Boulder.

Libertarians usually have a good
understanding of the concept of
Qunintended consequences,Obut even for
this Libertarian, the side-effects of the,
well, | guess @ haveto call it thereligion,
of Smart Growth are horrendous to
behold.

Lets keep the development in the Cities,
make it difficult to drive and pretend this
will cause people to stop using their cars,
instead of creating nightmare traffic jams
that cause intense stress and major
pollution.

Lets pretend that if we build stores and
cute little streets that don®have room for

a lot of cars to park that people will use
the public transportation we are forced
to pay for against our will, even though
the buses go by empty and tickets are
constantly given to people parking in
neighborhoods because there is nowhere
else to park.

Lets pretend that when we do all of this
Smart Growth that we get some data
that indicates that pollution has gone
down, fewer people use their cars, and
urban environments do better economi-
cally when they have Onixed use.O

It doesn® happen, and the statistics
prove it. | strongly urge all of you to
read Randall OQoole@ book Orhe
Vanishing Automobile and Other Urban
Myths.O

We don® need Qets pretendQ We need
answers, and a hearty dose of reality.
Give the gift of awareness thisyear. The
community you save may be your own.

DONJ FORGET!
2004 LP COLORADO

STATECONVENTION
ESTESPARK MAY 21-23, 2004

See Registration form in thislssue. Sign up
Early for serious discounts!!
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Please cut this coupon out and mail it in by December 28th
to be sure it arrives by the January 1st, 2004 Deadline.

Name

Address

City State Zip
E-Mail Address

Phone

Banquet Choice _ Beef Entree __ Vegetarian Entree
__Check __ Cash __ Money Order

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO GREG WOODS OR ELIZABETH JOHNSON

__Visal/Master Card

Exp Signature

Mail to Libertarian Convention 2004
c/o Tom Parker (Reg. is being handled by LPBC
829 Welsh Ct Board member, Tom Parker)

Louisville, CO 80027

This is a full convention & Banquet Ticket, thisis far below
cost, act now.

To reserve your room at the special rate, please call the
Holiday Inn Estes Park @ (970)528-2332 or 800-803-7837
if you are calling from out of state. Ask the the LP
Convention rate of $72.

Question? Call Tom at 303-885-2150 or
www.lpcon2004.com
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